Explorer's Guide to the Semantic Web
This book was written by Thomas Passin, a principal systems engineer specializing in data modeling, Web databases, and XML projects. Thus, it is not unexpected to find that he covers semantic Web issues from a database and data modeling perspective, especially the chapter devoted to RDF (resource description framework) and topic maps.
I might summarize this book as a gentle, semi-informal introduction to the semantic Web. It starts with a brief explanation of what the semantic Web consists of and the technologies involved.
Chapter 2 is an intuitive introduction to RDF. Chapter 3 presents topic maps, which could be thought of as a graph-based data model for representing lists, glossaries, thesauri, tables of contents, and indices.
Chapter 4 is devoted to the semantic annotation of Web resources, and Chapter 5 addresses searching with the aid of semantic Web technologies, such as annotation and self-describing meta-data, and social analysis.
Chapters 6 and 7 include brief introductions to logic, ontologies, and ontology languages such as OWL (Web ontology language) and RDF Schema. Chapter 8 introduces semantic Web services, and Chapter 9 looks at the field of intelligent agents.
The last two chapters are devoted to distributed trust and belief (the use of cryptography, keys, digital signing, and data provenance), and the future of the semantic Web. The book also includes an appendix of case studies.
I recommend this book to students, developers, and researchers who are curious about the semantic Web or who are looking for an upper-level viewpoint that just covers the main infrastructure and technologies involved.
This book is easy to read, but it is lacking in deep insights on complex issues such as ontology management, semantic Web services, description logics, and semantic grids. -Carlos F. Enguix
